'  SOME 

REFLECTIONS 

O  N  T  H  E 

Causes  and  Circumstances, 


That  may  Retard  or  Prevent  the 


Occafioned 

* 


By  an  Account  of  a  Body  found  entire  and  imputrid 
a tStaverton  in  Devonfhire ,  eighty-one  Years  after 
its  Interment : 

In  a  LETTER  to  the 

Society  of  Navy  Surgeons. 

WITH 

An  Atteftation  of  the  Fa£t,  and  of  the  fimilar 
State  of  three  Bodies,  difcovered  14  Years  fince 
in  St.  Martin' s,  Weftminfter ,  and  interred  there 
laft  Century. 


h  J-  KlRKPATRlfcK,  M.  D. 

Honorary  Member  of  the  Society. 

>r  x  k  *  •“ 

L  O  N  D  0  N: 

Printed  for  A.  Millar,  oppofite  Catherine-Street , 
in  the  Strand .  Mdccli. 


(Price  One  Shilling.) 


:  PCt 


THE 


P  REFACE 

THE  Plan  of  the  Society  of  Navy  Sur¬ 
geons,  re-printed  at  the  End  of  this 
Difquifition ,  having  produced,  amongft fever al 
other  Correfpondencies ,  the  following  difiinfi 
and  curious  Account  of  a  mojl  remarkable  Pre - 
fervation  of  the  human  Body ,  8 1  Tears  after 
its  Interment,  their  medical  Committee  have 
put  it  into  the  Hands  of  one  of  their  Members, 
fince  they  could  not  comply  with  their  Correfpon- 
denfs  Requejl  of  publifhing  any  fingle  Paper, 
confiftently  with  Part  of  the fifth  Article  of  their 
Plan ;  as  this  feems  a  Matter  rather  of  great 
and  general  Curiofity,  than  of  any  particular 
falutary  Ufe ;  which  indeed  is  fujficiently 
admitted  by  the  ingenious  Correfpondent  in  the 
Better  itfelf  And  yet,  in  the  DifcuJJion  of 
many  curious  Subjects,  not  dire  Elly  of  a  medi¬ 
cal  Nature ,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  a  few 
medical,  as  well  as  philofophical  Reflexions, 
may  fometimes  very  juftly  and  naturally  occur , 
and  of  courfe  render  them  more  finally  within 

the  Compafs  of  our  Plan . 

a  The 


The  Committee  conducted  themfelves  with 
fufficient  Caution  on fo  abftrufe  and  uncommon  a 
Subject,  not  to  trouble  the  Public  with  any 
Reflexions  m  it ,  before  its  Certainty  became 
inconteflable ;  and  they  were  convinced  fome 
Account  of  it ,  from  a  creditable  Eye-Witnefs , 
had  been  forwarded  to  the  Royal  Society,  by 
a  learned  phyflcal  Member  of  it.  When  the 
Cafe  was  thus  jituated ,  they  imagined  they 
fhould  be  wanting  in  the  RefpeX  due  to  their 
Correfpondent ,  who  favoured  them  with  a  very 
early  Communication  of  it  ( and  perhaps  have 
been  JufpeXed  of  proving  languid  in  the  future 
Profe  cut  ion  of  their  Deflgn )  not  to  have  com¬ 
plied  with  his  Requejl  of  publifhing  their  Sen¬ 
timents  on  the  Circumflances ,  that  might  caufe , 
or  concur  to  this  extraordinary  EjfeX ;  which 
appeared  very  wonderful  to  them  at  firfl ,  and 
did  not  meet  with  a  very  early  Credit  in  the 
Republic  of  Medicine.  Indeed ,  as  fome  of 
the  antient  and  modern  Compilers  of  natural 
Hiflory  have ,  not  feldom ,  manifeflly  exceeded 
in  the  Marvelous ,  and  fometimes  degenerated 
into  the  Trivial ,  a  reafonable  Degree  of  Incre¬ 
dulity  on  extraordinary  Occaflons  is  a  RefpeX , 
which  every  Author  feems  to  owe  the  Public , 
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as  they  can  be  very  little  obliged  to  the  Propa¬ 
gators  of  Delufion  in  any  Shape.  But  on  the 
other  Hand,  a  certain  Portion  of  Credit  is  not 
lefs  rationally  due  to  Faffs,  attejled  by  Eye - 
Witneffes  entirely  competent ,  reputable,  and 
wholly  difmterefed  in  any  Confequences  of  them ; 
however  rare,  or  difficult  to  account  for ,  the 
Faffs  may  be.  A  full  and faithful  Hiftory  of 
the  Ignorance  of  the  wifeft  Man  would  furnifh 
a  Volume  of  no  contemptible  Size  it  were  te¬ 
dious  here,  and  needlefs  to  particularize ;  for 
we  know  in  Truth  but  little  of  Nature  inti¬ 
mately  and effenti ally.  To  have  difcovered  thus 
much  however  is  no  defpicable  Advance  to  va¬ 
luable  Knowlege ;  and  muft  neceffarily  difpofe 
the  mojljiiccefsful  Inveftigators  of  the  Works  of 
Nature,  to  entertain  the  juftejl,  the  modejleft 
Conception  of  themf elves,  and  the  mo  ft  fublime 
Idea  of  her  fupreme  Lord  and  Author. 

As  we  were  unwilling  to  omit  any  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  making  the  Narrative  of  this  Cafe 
as  compleat  and  particular  as  pofible,  for  ge¬ 
neral  Information ,  we  wrote  to  a  Surgeon  in 
the  Neighbourhood,  who,  we  were  affured,  had 
opened  the  Body,  to  favour  us  with  the  Ap¬ 
pearances 
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pearances  of  it  on  DijfeClion,  and  with  any 
Obfervations  of  his  own  on  them,  or  on  the  FaCi 
ttjelf  •>  provided  he  had  no  Defgn  of  promulging 
them  in  another  Manner  :  In  which  Cafe  the 
Society  fully  intended  him  thatjuftice ,  they  will 
always  have  a  Pleafure  in  rendering  to  every 
obliging  and  valuable  Correfpondent .  But  as 
his  entire  Silence  to  their  Letter  of  the  1 6th  of 
lajt  Odlober,  and  to  fome  fubfequent  and  re¬ 
peated  Intimations  of  it  to  his  Acquaintance , 
has  put  this  out  of  their  Power ,  it  was  thought 
requifte  to  make  this  Apology  for  our  involun¬ 
tary  Ignorance  of  the  State  of  the  internal 
Parts  of  this  Body  ;  and  to  wijh  the  Public 
that  more  compleat  Satisfaction  and  Infor¬ 
mation  from  others ,  which  we  have  not  been 
enabled  to  prefent  them  on  this  Occafion .  It  may 
be  reafonable  however  to  infer,  from  the  found 
and  inoffenfive  Appearance  of  the  whole  Body, 
that  the  very  Bowels  were  but  little,  if  at  all, 
altered . 

Our  Reafons  for  afcribing  the  imputrid State 
of  this  Corpfe  to  the  antifeptic  Influence  of  Cold 
( which  the  Reader  * Will  obferve  is  the  Caufe 
principally  inf  fled  on )  might  have  been 

firengthened 
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Jlrengthened  confiderably ,  from  federal  Paf- 
fages  and  Infiances  in  the  honourable  Mr. 
Boyle’s  natural  Hijlory  of  Cold:  but  as  they 
would  have  added  not  a  little  to  the  Bulk  of  this 
EJfay ,  tho'  they  mujl  undoubtedly  have  increafed 
its  Value  much  morey  the  curious  Reader  is  re¬ 
ferred  for  them  to  the  lafl  Edition  of  his 
Works  in  1744.  Vol.  II.  P.  272,  273,  275, 
276. 343. 383. 391. 

Were  it  allowable  here  to  mention  any  thing 
relating  to  the  Member ,  whom  the  medical  Com¬ 
mittee  have  honoured ,  by  referring  this  Subject 
to  his  Conf  deration ,  he  might  jujlly  obferve , 
that  the  enfuing  Pages  would  certainly  have 
appeared  fever al  Months  ago ,  had  not  their 
Publication  been  repeatedly  procrafinated  by 
the  Hopes  we  had \  and  the  AJjurances  we  re¬ 
ceived from  our  Correfpondent ,  of  hearing  par¬ 
ticularly  from  the  Surgeon  who  opened  the  Body  m 
We  have  been  informed  indeed ,  that  his  ill  State 
of  Health  has  prevented  his  Anfwer ;  tho'  a  very 
fmall  Refpite  mujl  have  been fujfcient  to  inform 
us  of  the  Condition  of  the  Vifcera  :  But  to  what¬ 
ever  Caufes  his  Silence  may  be  attributed ,  it  has 
not  been  efeemed  a  fujfcient  one  for  a  final  Sup - 
preffion  of  the  following  Cafe 7  and  the fubfequent 
TlejleEtionsonit , 
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To  the  Members  of  the  Society  of  Sur¬ 


geons  belonging  to  his  Majefly  s 


Gentlemen , 

S  you  were  pleafed,  in  the  London 


Evening  Poft ,  to  Signify  your  Defire 


of  being  informed  of  any  extraordinary 
Thing  in ’Nature,  I  believe  the  following  Ac-  j 
count  will  not  be  difagreable. 

*  *  t  •  '  "  *  f 

In  the  Beginning  of  February  laft,  a  Vault 
was  opened  in  the  Church  of  S  t avert  ofit 
about  three  Miles  from  Totnefs ,  in  the  Coun¬ 
ty  of  Devon ,  being  the  Burying-place  of  the 
antient  Family  of  the  Worths .  In  this  was 
found  a  Angle  wooden  Coffin,  which  being 
opened  out  of  Curiofity,  difcovered  the  Body 
of  a  Man  entire  and  incorrupt.  His  Flefh 
folid  and  not  hard,  his  Joints  flexible,  as  if 
juft  dead ;  which  appeared  in  moving  his 
Shoulder  and  Elbow  Joints,  and  every  Joint 
of  his  Fingers.  His  Fibres  retain  their  natural 
Elafticity,  and  likewife  his  Flefh  ,  all  which 
appeared  by  drawing  out  the  Skin  upon  his 
Throat,  and  by  making  Impreffions  with  our 


Fin- 


Fingers  upon  his  Thighs  and  Belly,  which 
immediately  returned  to  their  former  Fullnefs, 

-  and  Extenfion.  The  Body  never  was  em¬ 
balmed,  as  there  is  not  the  lead  Sign  of  any 
Incifion,  and  the  Bowels  feem  to  be  dill  en¬ 
tire.  His  Beard  is  black,  and  about  four 

-  Inches  in  length,  and  his  Flefli  not  at  all  dis¬ 
coloured  in  any  Part.  The  Body  was  care¬ 
fully  wrapt  up  in  a  Linen  Sheet,  over  which 
was  a  Tar-cloth,  or  fomething  like  it ;  a 
Piece  of  each  you  have  here  inclofed  for 
your  greater  Satisfaction.  The  Vault  was 
opened,  as  I  mentioned  before,  in  February 
lad,  in  order  to  drain  off  the  Water,  which 
was  nine  Feet  deep,  tho’  the  Coffin  did  not 
fwim,  having  a  Weight  upon  it  to  keep  it 
down.  The  Tar-cloth  was  very  much  torn, 
and  likewife  the  Sheet  $  fo  that  when  I  faw 
it,  which  was  full  two  Months  after,  Part  of 
it  had  lain  expofed  to  the  Air  all  that  Time, 
and  the  other  Part  under  Water  and  Mud : 
The  whole  was  fo  dirty,  that  I  was  forced  to 
have  Part  of  it  waflied,  in  order  to  fee  di- 
dinCtly  what  it  was.  A  Gentleman  was  with 
me,  who  had  feen  it  when  fird  opened,  and 
declared  it  had  not  differed  the  lead  Aitera- 

b  tion 
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tion  daring  the  two  Months.  We  found,  by 
the  Pariffi  Regifter,  that  the  laft  Perfon  who 
had  been  buried  in  the  faid  Vault,  was  one 
Simon  Worth ,  in  the  Year  1669.  An  old 
Man  who  lives  in  the  Parifh,  fays,  that  the 
faid  Gentleman,  whofe  Body  this  is  fuppofed 
to  be,  died  in  France  or  Flanders ,  and  was 
brought  over,  to  be  interred  in  the  Burying- 
place  of  his  Anceftors.  There  are  many  Bones 
and  Pieces  of  Coffins  quite  rotten  in  the  fame 
Vault,  which  they  fay  is  dry  in  Summer,  and 
full  of  Water  in  the  Winter.  As  the  upper 
Part  of  the  Head,  and  the  Eyes  are  under 
Water,  I  can  give  you  no  Defcription  of 
them  ;  the  Lips  are  found,  and  fome  of  the 
Teeth  loofe.  It  is  not  my  Bufinefs  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  Caufes,  which  produced  fuch 
an  extraordinary  and  uncommon  Effedh 
This,  Gentlemen,  is  your  Province,  and  to 
you  I  refign  it :  For  my  Part,  I  look  upon 
the  Art  of  preferving  an  inanimate  Carcafe 
from  Corruption,  as  unworthy  our  Application 
qr  Study,  any  farther  than  fuch  Knowlege 
may  be  of  Ufe  for  the  Prefer vation  of  the  Liv¬ 
ing.  The  only  apparent  Caufe  in  the  prefent 
Cafe  is  the  Tar-cloth,  to  whofe  Virtues  I  am 

quite 
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quite  a  Stranger.  The  learned  Author  of  Sin's 
quotes  Pliny's  Authority  to  prove*  that  the 
Egyptians  preferved  their  Mummies  by  em¬ 
balming  them  with  Tar.  I  am  very  willing 
to  pay  all  the  Refpedt  that  is  due  to  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  that  ancient  Author*  notwithftand- 
ing  his  great  Credulity  and  Fondr$fs  of  every 
thing  that  was  marvellous :  But*  our  Cafe  is 
quite  different ;  for  here  is  neither  embalm¬ 
ing  with  Tar,  nor  even  fo  much  as  a  Con- 
tad.  Again,  the  Mummies,  according  to 
the  Defcriptions  given  of  them,  are  hard  and 
inflexible,  but  this  is  quite  the  contrary,  as  we 
have  feen  before.  I  am  told,  indeed,  by  thofe 
who  faw  the  Coffin  opened,  that  the  Tar- 
cloth  had  kept  the  Body  quite  dry,  and  that 
the  Sheet  was  dry  and  very  white,  which 
eafily  might  have  been,  notwitrhftanding  its 
prefent  Colour :  For  when  I  faw  it,  it  had 
lain  in  Mud  for  .  two  Months  (in  which  ne¬ 
glected  Condition  it  ftill  remains)  and  I  juft 
wafhed  it  in  a  little  cold  Water,  to  reduce  it  to 
the  State  in  which  you  now  fee  it.  If  you 
defire  to  know  any  other  Particulars,  which 
may  have  efcaped  my  Thoughts  or  Obferva- 
tion,  you  may  have  full  Information  by  di~ 

b  2  red- 
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reding  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Prejlon  in  Staverton 
near  Ajhburton ,  Devon ,  who  is  now  the 
Proprietor  of  the  faid  Vault)  and  who,  I  am 
convinced,  will  always  be  ready  to  communi¬ 
cate  any  thing,  which  may  be  thought  ufeful 
to  Mankind.  If  you  fhould  think  proper  to 
publifh  your  Thoughts  on  this  Affair  in  the 
London  Evening  Pojl ,  or  any  other  Paper 
ufually  fent  into  the  Country,  you'll  very 
much  oblige  your  Wejlern  Friends,  and  in 
particular.  Gentlemen  y 

St  aver  ton.  Tour  humble  Servant, 

May  22,  1750,  Philanthropos, 

P.  S .  I  juft  now  met  with  two  Gentlemen, 
who  obtained  leave  to  fee  the  Body  on 

the  9th  Inft.  and  found  it  in  the  State 
above  defcribed,  without  any  Alteration, 
iV.  B .  One  of  them  is  a  Surgeon. 

1 

7o  the  Members  of  the  Society  of 
Surgeons ,  belonging  to  his  Majefty s 

Gentlemen , 

N  Anfwer  to  a  Letter  dated  May  3 1,  fign'd 
James  Benjley,  we  underwritten  de¬ 
clare 
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dare,  that  we  have  feen  the  human  Body 
now  lying  in  a  Vault  in  St  aver  ton  Church. 
We  likewife  carefully  perufed  the  Letter 
figned  Philanthropes^  dated  May  22,  before 
it  was  fent :  We  then  thought,  and  ftill  con¬ 
tinue  to  bdieve,  that  it  contained  a  true  De- 
lcription  of  the  faid  Body ;  and  that  every 
Article  of  it  was  ftridtly  true  to  the  beft  of 
our  Judgment,  witnefs  our  Hands, 

Staverton,  E  Williams. 

June  5,  1750.  Pierce  Parry. 

John  Rowe ,  Surgeon  &  Apothecary. 

Wm.  Shimell. 

Sam.  Lane. 

P.  S.  It  appears  by  the  Parifli  Regifter,  and 
other  Records,  that  the  laft  Perfon 
buried  in  my  Vault  was  Simon  Worth , 
Efq;  in  the  Year  1669.  I  was  the  firft 
who  faw  the  faid  Body,  when  the  Cof¬ 
fin  was  opened.  It  then  appeared  like 
a  Man  lately  dead,  very  white  and  clean, 
as  deferibed  in  the  firft  Letter  j  and 
the  Sheet,  in  which  it  was  inclofed, 

white 
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-  white  and  dry.  If  any  Member  of 

your  Society  will  come  down  into  the 
Country,  he  fhall  have  full  Liberty 

to  view  and  examine  the  whole  from. 
Tour  humble  Servant, 

J.  Preston. 

Thofe  who  have  figned  are  Gentlemen  of 
Credit,  and  it  fhall  be  figned  by  20 
more,  if  required. 

What  I  call  the  Tar-cloth  does  not  feem  to 
be  properly  fuch ;  becaufe  the  Subftance 
upon  it  renders  it  very  ftiff  and  hard,  and 
inflexible,  where  it  is  entire.  If  you  de¬ 
fire  a  larger  Piece  of  it,  it  fhall  be  fent. 

Mr .  Preflon  having  favoured  us  with  an  An- 

fwer  to  fome  Queries  fent  him  lafl  October, 

relating  to  this  Subject,  we  were  obliged ,  at 

the  fame  Tune,  with  the  fubjoined  Letter 

from  the  worthy  Clergyman  of  the  Parijh , 

where  the  Body  was  interred ,  which  may 

be  confidered  as  a  farther  Atteftation  of  the 
Faff. 


SIR, 


SIR, 

I  Saw  the  Staverton  Body  feveral  Times, 
and  was  prefent  with  Mr.  Tripe  twice, 
when  he  opened  and  examined  it.  I  have 
likewife  feen  the  Regifter,  and  examined 
about  the  Vault ;  and  believe  Mr.  Prejton's 
Anfwer  to  your  Queries  to  be  very  true: 
tho’  a  more  perfetf:  Account  of  the  whole, 
I  hope,  will  be  tranfmitted  by  Mr.  Tripe. 

Iam, 

Sir, 

Tour  humble  Servant , 

* 

L.  Gaverick, 

Minifter  of  St averton. 
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REFLECTIONS 

ON  THE 

Causes  and  Circumstances 

Preventing  or  Retarding 

PUTREFACTION,  &c. 

H  E  Certainty  of  this  Preser¬ 
vation  of a  human  Body,  above 
eighty  Years  after  its  Inter¬ 
ment,  being  thus  eftablifhed, 
beyond  the  Sufpicion  of  Illu- 
fion  or  Impofture,  by  the  Teflimony  of  many 
competent  Eye-Witnefies,  who  had  evidently 
no  Purpofe  to  gratify  in  the  Fi&ion  of  it; 
there  would  not  be  lefs  Obftinacy  in  conteft- 
ingthe  Truth  of  it  at  prefent,  than  there  muft 
have  been  Levity  in  admitting  it  at  firft,  upon 
too  Superficial  an  Enquiry.  That  it  is  not  al- 

B  toge- 
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together  a  Angle  In  dance,  even  in  our  own 
Climate,  we  are  informed  by  Rapiny  Vol.  i. 
P.  69 1.  Note  5,  from  Rymer  and  Stow,  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  cc  In  the  tenth  Year  of  King  Henry  the 
“  Seventh,  the  Body  of  Alice  Hackney  is  faid  to 
cc  have  been  found  in  the  Church  of  St.  Mary 
<c  Hill ^  London ,  whole  of  Skin,  and  the  Joints 
u  of  her  Arms  pliable,  after  having  been  buried 
<c  175  Years.*' *  A  Term  more  than  double 

that  of  the  Sepulture  of  the  prefent  Subject  at 
St  aver  ton.  Not  that  an  extraordinary  fubfe- 
quent  Duration  will  appear  the  mod  difficult 
Circumdance  to  account  for  $  a  precife  Inved- 
igationof  the  antifepticCaufe  orCaufes,  that 
continued  itsFrefhnefs  beyond  the  ufual  Term 
of  Putrefadion,  being  our  principal  Intention 
here  3  fince,  as  long  as  fuch  Caufes  continue, 
their  Effeds  will  be  of  the  fame  Duration  : 
And  when  a  dead  Body  has,  without  Altera¬ 
tion,  pad  the  ordinary  Term  of  Putrefadion, 
and  is  afterwards  fo  fituated  and  circumdanced, 
as  not  to  fuffer  the  lead:  intedine  Commotion, 
or  external  Fridion  of  its  Particles,  its  Pre- 
fervation  for  fixty,  or  even  for  fix  hundred 
Years,  will  follow  as  neceffarily  as  for  fix  $  for 
meer  Duration,  confidered  abdradedly  from 

the 
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the  Intervention  of  fome  pofitive  Caufe,  is  an 
utter  Blank  and  Void,  and  can  effedt  nothing. 


Two  or  three  other  very  modern,  and  well 
attefted  Difcoveries  of  Bodies,  long  preferved 
in  St.  Martin's  Church-yard  We  ft  mi  after,  will 
appear  in  the  Courfe  of  thefe  Refleftions ;  and 
were  we  to  indulge  an  (Mentation  of  Read¬ 
ing,  by  quoting  luxuriantly  on  this  Occafion, 
a  moderate  Volume  might  be  compiled  from 
different  Authors,  of  Accounts,  wherein  the 
Bodies  are  faid  to  have  been  found  entire  after 
a  much  longer  Interment ;  and  fome,  with 
ftill  more  furprizing  Circumftances  than  any 
of  the  prefent.  But  this  we  (hall  chufe  to 
difpenfe  with,  and  refer  any  curious  and 
learned  Reader,  who  may  be  fometimes  en¬ 
tertained  with  the  marvellous,  to  Kormanus 
de  miraculis  mortuorum ,  or  to  Gafpar  a  Reies , 
in  his  Elyjius  jncund.  tftuejlion.  (^34,  where 
they  may  poffibly  encounter  a  little  Truth, 
amidft  a  Heap  of  Legend,  Fable  and  Super- 
ftition. 


Notwithftanding  the  feeming  Incertainty 
of  the  Caufes  of  this  very  unufual  Prefervation 

of  the  Body  after  Death,  in  Conformity  with 

B  2  the 
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the  Requeft  of  the  Gentleman,  who  obliged 
us  with  the  earlieft  Communication  of  it,  we 
fhalloffera  few  Conjectures  on  the  Occafion. 
But  fhouid  we  argue  rather  to  Probability  than 
Demonftration  here,  we  are  perfuaded  our 
Endeavours  will  be  candidly  accepted 3  fince 
their  very  Errors  may  fuggeft  fomething  more 
conclufive  to  the  Sagacity  and  Penetration  of 
others. 

Ourfelves,  and  every  Material  around  us, 
abundantly  evince  the  perpetual  Flux  and  Cir¬ 
culation  of  Matter  3  by  no  Means  indeed  as 
effential  to  Matter,  but  as  it  follows  from  the 
various  Degrees  and  Modes  of  Motion,  im- 
preiTed  on  it,  by  the  creating  and  vivificating 
Fiat  of  omnipotent  Wifdom.  We  cannot 
fo  ftri&ly  be  faid  to  enjoy  a  determinate  cor¬ 
poral  Exiftence  here,  as  to  undergo  an  incef- 
fant  Change,  from  the  conftant  Attrition  and 
Renutrition  of  our  Bodies.  Now,  tho’  the 
former,  the  neceflfary  Confequence  of  *  invo¬ 
luntary 

*  We  call  it  involuntary ,  as  the  Term  has  obtained,  in  Con- 

tradiflindion  to  thefe  Motions  we  exert  or  omit  at  our  Pleafure  ; 

/ 

tho’,  ftri&ly  fpeaking,  the  Motions  of  the  Lungs,  Heart,  Intef- 
tines,  & c.  are  probably  accompanied  with  an  habitual  Concur¬ 
rence  of  the  Will,  which  could  not  long  acquiefce  in  fuch  a  Re- 
prefiion  of  them,  as  would  be  introdu&ive  of  Pain,  and  deftruc- 
tiveof  Life. 
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luntary  and  voluntary  Motion,  muft  be  necef- 
fary  to  Health  and  Life,  by  abrading  the  ef¬ 
fete  and  excrementitious  Particles  of  our 
Mafs,  in  order  to  their  regular  and  falutary 
Expulfion  5  yet  the  Repair  of  our  Bodies,  by 
the  Apportion  of  others,  being  the  immedi¬ 
ate  Caufe  of  their  vital  Duration  ;  whenever 
our  Organs,  by  Age  or  Accident,  become  in¬ 
capable  of  affimilating  other  Materials  to  our 
common  Subftance  and  Suftenance,  thofe  ex- 
quifite  Motions  that  continue,  and  even  con- 
ftitute  Life,  neceffarily  determine,  whence 
a  very  different  and  tumultuous  one  foon  en- 
fues,  fufficiently  mortifying  to  our  Pride,  and 
difagreeable  to  our  Senfes ;  by  which,  how¬ 
ever,  Nature  very  generally  *  analyzes  and 
difentangles  the  various  Modifications  of  our 

com- 


*  It  is  very  entertaining  to  contemplate  the  manifold 
Contrivance  of  Nature,  in  continuing  this  uninterrupted  Sue- 
ceffion  of  Bodies,  by  as  incefiant  a  Diffolution  of  the  Organiza¬ 
tion  of  antecedent  ones.  Moft  Plants  feem  to  have  fome 
i  peculiar,  and  perhaps  connate  Infedt,  whofe  Sultenance,  or 
Office  it  is,  at  a  certain^Term,  to  corrode  and  deftroy  theTexture 
of  it.  All  the  refiduary  Extrufions  from  the  ingefted  Aliment 
of  Animals,  having  been  accelerated  to  a  putrid  State,  from 
their  Extravafation,  if  we  may  call  it  fuch,  in  the  moift  and 


warm 


compounding  Principles  into  that  primitive 
Indivifibiliiy  and  elementary  Minutenefs, 
which  is  neceffary  to  their  re-compounding 
and  conftituting  other  Forms,  and  to  preferv- 
ing  the  admirable  Series  and  Succeffion  of  her 
various  Pr.odu&ions :  So  that  the  Quantity  of 
Matter  in  our  Planet  is  no  ways  leffened,  and 
very  little  indeed  of  it  wholly  inert  and  un¬ 
employed.  But  by  what  Means  the  prefent 
Extravafation,  as  we  may  call  it,  from  this 

cecono- 


warm  inteftinal  Tube,  contrail  a  fuddenand  peculiar  Aptitude 
for  the  Reorganization,  Growth  and  Sullenance  of  others.  Ruft 
is  the  Putrefa&ion  of  Metals ;  and  befidcs  the  manifeil  Depre¬ 
dations  of  Air  and  Weather  on  moil  Foffils,  we  are  ignorant 
whether  Nature  has  not  provided  innumerable  Myriads  of  Ani¬ 
mals,  imperceptible  to  the  fined  Ghflfes,  who  may  beconilantly 
employed  in  devouring*  digelling  and  corrupting,  each  its  ap¬ 
propriate  Materia],  which  it  may  be  arrived  at  a  certain  Power 
of  effecting,  after  the  Material  has  attained  its  limited  Exten- 
fion  and  Duration  :  And  which  very  Inilruments  of  Putrefac¬ 
tion,  becoming  alternately  the  Subjects  of  it,  do,  paffively  or 
adliyely,  concur  in  the  incefiant  Diffolution  or  Regeneration 
of  Forms,  from  the  conftant  Metamorphojis  of  Matter. 
We  are  certain  that  many  Tribes  of  the  Brute  Creation  are 
infefted  by  Infedls,  which  are  Difeafes,  and  may  prove  mortal 
ones  to  them ;  and  that  many  of  thofe  Animals  are  the  natural 
Food  and  Prey  of  others.  The  human  Species  is  vifibly  liable 
to  fatally  vermicular  Diilempers ;  and  we  are  ignorant  how  ma¬ 
ny  of  thofe,  which  are  afcribed  toother  Caufes,  may  elTentially 
depend  on  invifible  and  indifcoverable  Animakula. 
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ceconomical  Circulation  of  Nature,  may  pro¬ 
bably  occur,  we  are  now  to  enquire. 

r  /  / 

As  all  Putrefaction  fuppofes  fome  previous 

Loofenefs,  or  Rarefaction,  of  the  Texture  of 
the  putrefcent  Bodies,  which,  in  Flefh  Meat, 

is  evident  from  a  preceding  Inflation,  that  ter¬ 
minates  in  many  little  honeycomb-like  Ori¬ 
fices  5  and  which,  in  Vegetables,  will  rife  to  a 
vifible  Fermentation :  And  as  fuch  Rarefaction 
neceflarily  implies  the  Agency  of  fome  Heat, 
it  follows,  that  fuch  a  Degree  of  Cold,  as 
would  totally  reftrain  Rarefaction,  muft,  a 
fortiori ,  obviate  Putrefaction  alfo.  For  Heat, 
or  the  ACtion  of  Fire,  does  not  more  necefi- 
farily  expand  and  rarify  Bodies,  than  Cold 
contracts  and  confolidates  them  :  fo  that  the 
_  different  Actions  of  Heat  and  Cold  may  not 
unaptly  be  confidered  as  particular  centrifugal 
and  centripetal  Powers ;  and  this  may  perhaps 
;  greatly  depend  on  their  immediate  EffeCts  up¬ 
on  fo  very  dilatable  and  compreffible  a  Body 
as  Air,  which  penetrates  and  exifts,  in  fome 
Proportion,  thro,  all  others.  Thus  Cold  re¬ 
tards,  and,  in  amoreintenfe  Degree,  prevents 

Fer- 
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Fermentation  and  Vegetation  -y  and  does  not 
only  fenfibly  contract  our  corporal  Extenfion, 
but  even  the  Surface  of  the  folided  Metals,  as 
Experiments  convince  us.  That  it  pofitively 
does  long  retard  the  Putrefaction  of  dead  Bo¬ 
dies,  is  not  only  manifed  from  every  Winters 
Experience,  but  a  Surgeon  of  Credit,  who 
had  been  in  the  Employment  of  the  Hudfons 
Bay  Company,  allures  us,  that  the  wild  Fowl 
they  kill  there  in  September  and  O5iobery  hang 
up  in  their  Guts  and  Feathers  throughout  the 
Winter,  and  remain  entirely  fweet,  being 
thawed  and  gutted  only  as  they  ufe  them. 
The  fame  Gentleman  affirms,  he  faw  one  Mr. 
Emmit ,  a  Surgeon  there,  who  went  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  Yards  from  the  Garrifon  to  vifit  his 
Traps  (which  they  fet  for  furred  Animals) 
whom  they  difcerned  to  be  fuddenly  Froft- 
druck,  as  they  term  it  y  and  whom,  on  their 
fpeeding  to  his  Affidance,  they  found  dead 
anddiff;  and  by  the  Time  they  got  into  the 
Garrifon,  his  Body  appeared  as  rigid  as  Stone. 
Some  Hidories  of  the  mod  Northern  Coun¬ 
tries  declare,  that  Perfons  dying  in  their  fe¬ 
vered  Seafons  are  not  interred,  fometimes  for 
•' Months,  from  the  extreme  Difficulty  of  open¬ 
ing 
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rng  the  Earth  for  their  Reception;  during  all 
which  Time  they  remain  entirely  >  inoffenfive 
above  Ground  :  And  perhaps,  on  their  fpeedy 
Interment,  upon  the  firft  Facility  of  opening 
the  Earth,  fuch  Bodies,  efpecially  if  dead  from 
no  Abfcefs,  Impofthumation,  or  putrid  Di- 
ftemper,  and  interred  deep  beyond  the  Influ¬ 
ence  of  their  Summer  Heats,  might  continue 
entire  and  imputrid  for  along  Series  of  Years, 
or  even  fome  Ages.  For  though  a  fupporta- 
ble  Degree  of  Cold  might  prevent  the  Putre¬ 
faction  of  a  dead  Body,  not  actually  begun ; 
it  would  probably  require  a  very  rigid  one  to 
reftrain  theProgrefs  of  it;  fince  Putrefaction  is 
accompanied  with  a  confiderableExpanfionof 
the  inclofed  Air,  and  generates  Heat,  as  we  are 
fenfible,  that  the  very  Rarefaction  previous  to 
it  in  vegetable  Matter,  with  the  Afllftance  of 
fome  Humidity,  will  operate  even  to  the  Pro¬ 
duction  of  Flame.  , 

And  indeed  Cold  will  not  only  reftrain  and 
prevent  Putrefaction,  Amply,  as  it  implies  the 
Abfence,  or  InaCtion  of  Fire ;  but  as  the  con¬ 
gealing  Degrees  of  it  efface  and  alter  that  Hu¬ 
midity,  which  is  as  neceffary  a  Circumftance 

C  to 
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to  the  Putrefadion  of  animal  Bodies,  as  it  is 
to  Vegetation,  or  the  Fermentation  of  Vege¬ 
tables:  For  Materials  lels  fenfibly  abounding 
with  it,  as  different  Foffils,  old  Timber  and 
the  like  3  and  others,  from  which  it  is,  in  a 
great  Meafure,  evaporated,  as  withered  Vegeta¬ 
bles,  become  friable,  and  crumble  into  Duft  or 
a  Kind  of  Calx,  from  meer  Arefadion,  which 
may  indeed  be  confidered  as  one  Mode  of  Putre- 
fadion,tho*  unaccompanied  with  that  offenfive 
Fee  for,  which  generally  enters  into  our  Idea  of 
it.  This  Arefadion  may  partly  depend  on 
the  expanding  Power  of  the  inclofed  Air,  ex¬ 
cited  by  fome  latent  or  adventitious  Warmth, 
and  no  longer  reft  rained  by  that  fufficient  and 
anti-elaftic  Humidity,  which  may  be  confi- 
dered,  both  as  a  conflitutive  Portion  of  the 
Subftance  itfelf,  and  as  a  neceffary  Medium 
for  the  entire  Connexion  of  its  other  compo¬ 
nent  Particles.  And  as  one  Prefervation  of 
dead  Bodies  feemsthe  Effedof  greatCold,  by 
its  expelling,  or  concentring,  the  Fire,  and  by 
confolidating  their  Humidity,  a  vehement 
Heat  produces  another,  with  different  Effeds 
and  Appearances,  by  a  copious  and  fpeedy 
Evaporation  of  it.  This  feems  to  be  the  Cafe 
of  thofe  preferved  Carcafes  fometimes  found 


in 
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in  the  Sands  of  Lybia ,  &c.  where  indeed  the 
great  Drynefs  of  the  Soil  may  co-operate  by 
its  Abforption  5  but  without  which  Circum- 
ftance,  we  have  frequently  feen  the  Flefti  of 
efculent  Animals  preferved  by  Evaporation, 
from  the  meer  Heat  of  the  Sun,  even  in  Cli¬ 
mates  without  the  Tropic . 

Thus  we  fee  that  fome  Heat  and  Moifture, 
the  fame  Principles  which  are  neceflary  to  the 
vital  Information  of  Matter,  are  alfo  requisite 
todiffolveand  unravel  the  Organization  of  it; 
their  oppofite  Effects  arifing  from  a  great  Di- 
verfity  of  their  Motions,  which,  in  animal 
and  vegetable  Life,  are  regulated  by  the  mo  ft 
exquifite  Contrivance,  to  modify  and  afcertain 
the  proper  Degree  of  Heat,  (by  adjuring  the 
continual  Increafe  and  Avolation  of  it)  and  to 
overcome  the  natural  Refinance  of  Gravita¬ 
tion  ;  but  which,  in  the  Putrefa&ion  of  Bo¬ 
dies,  feem  greatly  to  depend  on  the  elaftic  and 
centrifugal  Force  of  the  included  Air,  without 
whofe  fecret  Pabulum  as  human  Life  cannot 
exift,  nor  Fire  operate;  fo  on  the  abfolute 
Abfence,  or  compleat  Repreffion  and  Quie- 
fcence  of  this  Element,  ’tis  probable  every 

C  2  Ten- 
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Tendency  to  Motion,  in  a  Body  fo  circum- 
ftanced,  muft  ceafe,  and  all  Putrefa&ion  of 
it  be  confequently  fupernatural;  how  bold  fo- 
ever  the  Affertion  may  appear,  without  a  fur¬ 
ther  Reflection  on  it. 

Bat  as  it  is  evident,  this  Body  has  not  been 
preferved  by  Deficcation  from  Heat,  fo  it  muft 
be  confeffed  there  is  fome  Difficulty  in  recon¬ 
ciling  all  the  Appearances  of  it  to  the  Efficacy 
of  extreme  Cold ;  fuch  as  the  entire  Flexibi¬ 
lity  of  the  Joints ;  the  foft  and  yielding,  tho’ 
elaftic,  State  of  the  Teguments,  and  the 
Growth  of  the  Hair  and  Nails;  tho’  perhaps 
fome  rational  Conjectures  may  be  offered  even 
on  thofe  Appearances.  Suppofe  this  Perfon 
to  have  died  in  very  cold  Weather;  and,  as 
we  are  equally  uncertain  of  the  Seafon  and 
Difeafe,  of  fome  hidden,  but  no  inflamma¬ 
tory  or  putrid  Diftemper  (fince  for  Argu¬ 
ments  Sake  we  may  fuppofe  an  inftantaneous 
Extinction  of  the  vital  Spirits,  or  a  total  Inter¬ 
ception  of  them  in  all  the  Nerves  that  go  to 
the  Pleart)  and  then,  during  the  Continu¬ 
ance  of  the  cold  Weather,  to  be  conveyed  to 
this  Tomb  of  his  Anceftors,  and  there  depo- 

'  fite4 
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fited  below  the  deepeft  Influence  of  the  Sun 
in  our  Climate.  Under  thefe  Circumftances 
we  find  it  not  very  difficult  to  conceive 
fuch  an  intermediate  and  equable,  tho’ 
cold,  Temperature  of  the  Air  in  the  Vault, 
that  it  might  not  amount  to  fuch  a  Degree  as 
to  render  the  Flefh  hard,  and  the  Joints  in¬ 
flexible,  by  a  rigid  Congelation  of  the  Fluids, 
and  the  oily  Mucilage  of  the  Joints;  tho’  fuf- 
ficiently  cold  to  prevent  any  Expanfion  of  the 
Air  within  the  Corpfe,  and  all  Difpofition  to 
Putrefcence  in  fuch  a  Body.  And  all  thefe  Cir¬ 
cumftances  conft i tuting  the  very  Line,  or  Point, 
as  we  may  call  it,  of  this  leaft  changed  and  juft 
quiefcent  State  of  a  dead  Body,  from  a  Want 
of  allinteftine  Motion  in  its  Particles,  will  not 
afford  us  the  worft  Reafon  for  its  occurring 
fo  very  rarely,  as  to  render  the  Belief  of  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  thofe,  who  attend  more  to  the  obvi¬ 
ous  and  ordinary  Motions  of  Nature,  than  to 
fuch  a  rare  and  fecret  Paufe  of  them,  as  the 
prefent  Inftance  feems.  In  fadt  we  find, 
from  the  Efficacy  of  Ice-Houfes  in  very  hot 
Summer  Countries,  that  a  much  lefs  Degree 
of  Cold,  than  what  produces  Ice,  will  fuffice 
to  preferveit  in  that  Form  after  Congelation; 
£S  the  inferior  Air  and  Earth,  a  few  Feet  be¬ 
neath 
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neath  the  Surface,  become  cooler,  till  at  greater 
Depths  they  prove  again  more  warm  and 
moift,  and,  in  fome  Places,  fo  impregnated 
with  Damps,  as  fuddenly  to  extinguish  both 
the  vital  and  culinary  Flame. 

Neither  is  it  neceffary  that  this  prefervatory 
Degree  of  Cold,  we  have  mentioned,  {hould  be 
intenfe  enough  to  prevent  the  peculiar  Vegeta¬ 
tion  of  the  Hair  and  Nails,  which  may  be 
compared  to  that  of  fome  Plants,  that  bloom 
and  flower  in  our  Winter  Sol  dice,  and  appear 
to  be  invigorated  from  the  relative  Impotence 
of  the  Sun.  For  we  fhould  not  too  unphyfi- 
cally  conclude,  that  the  fame  Temperature 
of  Air,  which  affeds  us  with  the  Senfation  of 
Cold,  may  not  conftitute  the  proper,  tho’  ob- 
fcure,  Degree  of  Warmth,  neceffary  to  the 
Exertion  and  Nutrition  of  other  Produdions* 

efpecially  when  fuch  inconteftable  Effeds 

* 

countenance  this  Conjedure.  Nor  is  it  un¬ 
worthy  of  Remark  here,  that  in  the  very 
coldeft  Climates  and  Seafons,  the  Furrs  of 
Quadrupeds,  and  very  probably  the  Down  of 
Birds,  are  thickefl:  and  clofeft;  the  final  Caufe 
of  which  is  more  obvious  than  the  efficient. 

Very 
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Very  probably  indeed,  the  total  Suppreffion 
of  Sweat,  and  the  Diminution  of  infen- 
fible  Perfpiration,  at  fuch  Seafons,  may  be 
the  principal  Caufe,  by  rendering  the 
whole  Habit  more  fucculent,  without  any 
Abatement  of  the  Calidum  innatum  ;  as  we 
obferve  the  Inhabitants  of  the  colder  Regions 
generally  more  robuft  than  thofe  of  fofter  Cli¬ 
mates  $  and  fee  fome  Animals  wax  fatter  in 
the  very  Seafon,  that  has  either  deftroyed  or 
buried  their  ufual  Food.  And  further,  when 
the  moft  fagacious  Anatomifts  inform  us,  the 
Hair  and  Nails  are  augmented  by  a  peculiar 
Protrufion,  and  have,  at  leaft,  lymphatic  Vef- 
fels  for  their  Augmentation,  but  no  refluent 
Vein  to  return  any  Refiduum  of  the  nourifhing 
Humour,  it  may  not  be  altogether  fo  difficult  to 
conceive  how  they  may  be  extended,  even  after 
the  Termination  of  that  regular  Circulation  of 
Fluidity,  and  that  bland  Temperature  and  Dif- 
fufion  of  Heat,  which  is  necefiary  to  Life.  The 
little  bulbous  Roots  of  the  Hair,  and  tendered 
Laminae  of  the  Nails,  at  their  Origin,  are  pro¬ 
bably  fpongy  enough  to  abforb  any  contiguous 
Moifture,  which  being  fucceffively  attracted  in¬ 
to  their  Cavities,  where  it  attains  a  proper  Con¬ 
fidence 
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fiftence  and  Induration,  and  very  gradually  ex¬ 
truded  from  thence  by  the  continued  Intumef- 
cence  of  the  firft  abforbing  Part,  may,  for  fome 
Time,  produce  that  Growth  of  thefe  Parts, 
which  is  fo  often  afferted  to  have  beenobferved 
on  dead  Bodies.  This  we  fuppofe  to  be  effected 
independent  of  the  inteftine  Motion  that  pre¬ 
cedes,  and  the  tumultuous  one  that  enfueson 
Putrefa&ion,  which  might  perhaps,  for  a 
fhortTime,  even  accelerate  their  Growth.  And 
in  imputrefcent  Bodies,  it  feems  probable 
this  Growth  is  generally  effected  rather 
within  an  early,  than  at  a  very  late  Term  after 
Death ;  tho*  the  Equability  of  the  Growth 
might  well  depend  on  that  of  the  Humidity  $ 
for  in  any  Bodies  preferved  by  that  imme¬ 
diate  and  extreme  Congelation,  which  muft 
entirely  efface  or  petrify  their  Moifture,  it 
appears  reafonable  to  imagin  fuch  a  Vegeta¬ 
tion  would  fcarcely  occur. 

•'  <  •  if .  A  fljJn  V]  *t  *  1 

Hence  may  we  infer,  it  is  no  ways  neceffa- 
ry,  that  the  vegetable  Principle  of  thofe  Ap¬ 
pendages  to  our  Body  fhould  expire  inftanta- 
neoufly  with  the  vital  one :  And  it  may  be 
analogically  obferved,  that  fome  felled  Trees, 

and 
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and  particularly  the  hairy-leaved  Tribe  of 
Pines,  frequently  protrude  freffi  Leaves  through 
the  Bark,  fome  Months  after  they  have  been 
felled,  and  .indeed  after  they  have  been  cut  in¬ 
to  Poles,  and  eredted  into  a  Worm-Fence, 
lying  horizontally  on  each  other,  and  without 
the  lead;  Communication  with  the  Soil  y  to 
fay  little  of  the  Mofs,  and  the  much  harder 
Bxcrefcences,  which  are  often  extruded  from 
decayed  Trees.  We  fubmit  it  how  far  the 
moift:  Vapours  of  the  Vault  might  concur  to 
this  pofthumous  Vegetation,  and  poffibly  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  Flexibility  of  the  Joints,  and  that 
foft  and  elaftic  Plumpnefs  of  the  Fleffi  and 
Teguments,  which  feems  the  moft  requifite 
Condition  of  them  for  the  Produdtion  of  this 
Phenomenon. 

The  Duration  of  the  Coffin,  and  even  of 
the  Linen  that  involved  the  Body,  for  fo  many 
Years,  in  a  Place  alternately  wet  and  dry,  feems 
at  firft  furprizing  :  And  yet  when  we  recolledt 
the  much  longer  Duration  of  Paper,  which 
may  be  confidered  as  a  macerated,  and  much 
weaker,  Linen,  our  Surprize  muft  abate ;  and 
become  very  inconfiderable,  when  we  refledt 
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on  the  little  or  no  Fri&ion  ofany  Bodies  in  this 
cool,  damp  and  inelaftic  Medium,  as  we  repeat¬ 
edly  infift,  that  either  an  external  Fridion,  or 
inteftine  Motion,  is  indifpenfibleto  the  Wear¬ 
ing  or  Decay  of  Bodies.  The  Duration  of  the 
pitched  or  plaiftered  Cloth  will  be  little  won¬ 
derful  5  tho’  it  does  not  readily  occur  to  us,  what 
other  Share  it  could  have  in  the  Prefervation 
of  the  Body,  than  by  defending  it  perhaps 
from  any  vermicular  Infeds :  for  the  JEgypti- 
an  Mummies  feem  deprived  of  all  animal 
Moifture;  and  appear,  except  the  bony  Corn- 
pages,  to  be  little  more  than  an  aggregate  Mafs 
of  gummy,  aromatic  and  bituminous  Sub- 
ftances,  involved  in  a  Multitude  of  Swaths 
and  Bandages.  It  is  faid  indeed  to  have  kept 
the  Body  dry,  but  admitting  this,  (however 
difficult  to  conceive,  for  fo  long  a  Term,  in 
fo  wet  a  Situation)  it  has  been  advanced  by  a 
great  Man,  *  that  Bodies,  in  general,  are 
longer  preferved  from  Putrefadtion  in  Water, 
and  beneath  the  Earth,  than  when  immedi¬ 
ately 

.  ,  ,  ,  . . .  ,,  v  — 

*  Generaliter  qi*se  fub  terra,  et  in  celiis  fubterraneis,  aut 
in  profundo  aquarum  repoountur,  virorem  fuum  diutius 
tuentur  quam  quae  fupra  terram.  Bacon.  Hift.  Vit.  et  mort. 
P.  1 1 8. 
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ately  expofed  to  the  Air ;  the  Truth  of  which, 
either  at  confiderable  Depths,  or  on  the  fre¬ 
quent  EfFufion  of  frefh  cold  Water,  feems 
probable  enough. 

As  we  have  mentioned  Mummies,  which 
are  not  without  fome  Relation  to  our  Subjed, 
it  may  be  obferved,  that  the  Prefervation  of 
dead  Bodies  by  Evifceration  and  Embalming, 
is  not  an  entire,  but  partial,  one,  by  re¬ 
moving  fome  of  the  folid,  tho*  moifterand 
more  putrefcent  Parts ;  by  a  confiderable  Dif- 
fipation  of  the  natural  Moifture  of  the  whole  ; 
and  by  a  Deftrudion  of  the  Homogeneity  of 
the  Body  itfelf,  from  the  copious  Immixtion 
of  many  heterogeneous  Materials,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  fo  many  Procefles,  or  Inter - 
fepimenta ,  of  an  imputrefcent  Nature,  that 
might,  as  fuch,  give  fome  Delay  or  Obftruc- 
tion  to  the  Procefs  of  Putrefadion,  abftraded 
from  their  drying  and  abforbing  Influence  on 
the  Humours.  Befides  many  Salts  (which  we 
may  hereafter  mention)  moft  Gums,  Aroma¬ 
tics  and  Bitters,  (for  it  were  tedious  to  enu¬ 
merate  Particulars)  are  found  conducive  to 
this  Purpofe  >  and  there  has  not  been  want- 
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ing  fuch  a  Degree  of  phyfical,  or  more  juft- 
ly,  unphyfical  Enthufiafm  in  Writers,  as  to 
fuppofe  the  dead  Bodies  thus  preferved  to  have 
fome  extraordinary  medicinal  Virtues,  beyond 
what  the  other  Ingredients,  without  the  Ad¬ 
dition  from  a  dead  Carcafs,  could  pretend  to : 
So  that  fome  have  been  particular  enough  to 
ipecify  the  Kind  of  Death,  the  Conftitution 
and  Age  of  the  Perfon  (to  which  they  might 
have  added  the  Sex,  Complexion  and  Coun¬ 
try  too)  whofe  Reliques  were  to  confpire  to¬ 
wards  this  grand  Alexipharmic,  as  they  have 
termed  it.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  prefent 
Phyfiologifts  will  afcribe  all  the  Virtues  the 
Carcafs  has  added  to  the  Compofition,  to  the 
fame  exquifite  Reafoning,  which  attributes 
much  Efficacy  to  the  Mofs  or  Rafpings  of  a 
human  Scull,  to  the  Touch  of  a  dead  Man’s 
Hand,  and  many  other  equal  Abfurdities. 
But  to  return  more  diredly  to  our  Subject. 

Though  the  fuppofed  imputrid  State  of  the 
prefent  Subjedl,  at  the  Time  of  the  Perfon’s 
Deceafe,  and  the  general  antifeptic  Influence 
of  Cold  ever  fince  its  Interment,  (which  in  the 
coldeft  Climates  has  ocurred  perhaps  oftner 
than  it  has  been  attended  to)  fuggeft  the 
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moft  fpecious  Solution  of  the  Prefervation  of 
this  Body,  of  any,  that  have  prefented  them- 
felves  to  our  Reflection  upon  it ;  yet,  on  fuch 
an  Occafion,  it  may  not  be  wholly  improper, 
however  limple  and  obvious,  to  mention  the 
Prefervation  of  Flelh  by  Salt,  a  Pickle  of 
which,  affifted  with  Alum,  is  affirm'd  to  pre- 
ferve  the  very  Bowels  of  the  human  Body 
from  Putrefaction  for  Years.  This  Effedt 
mu  ft  principally  depend  on  its  hardening  each 
Fibre,  and  conftringing  the  whole  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  as  to  prevent  any  Rarefadtion  of  the 
Subftance,  and  confequently  all  inteftine  Mo¬ 
tion  of  its  compounding  Parts  ;  and  in  fadl 
we  are  certain  that  Salt  greatly  refills  Fermen¬ 
tation.  Dr.  Willis  afcribes  the  Acidity  of  Vi¬ 
negar,  a  noted  Anti-putrefcent,  to  the  Fufion 
and  Fluor  of  the  vegetable  of  Salt  of  the  Wine, 
after  an  Evaporation  of  its  more  fpirituous 
Parts;  which  is  fimilar  to  Homberg' s  Senti¬ 
ments  of  Acidity.  Befides  it  is  not  wholly  impro¬ 
bable  that  thefe  Salts,  to  which  we  might  well 
add  that  great  Anti-putrefcent,  Nitre,  even 
when  reduced,  by  Solution  or  Triture,  to  their 
fmalleft  Dimenfions,  may  ftill  preferve  their 
external  Polifh  and  Lubricity,  as  well  as  their 
Spicula  and  Sides,  and  hence  more  effedtually 
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refill,  or  elude,  the  depredatory  Ingrefs  or  Im- 
preflion  of  the  Air,  by  involving  every  Line 
and  Fibre  in  a  fine  polifhed  Pellicle.  The 
glittering  Appearance  frequently  obferved  on 
a  tranfverfe  Se&ion  of  the  Fibres  of  boiled 
Beef,  well  preferved  and  highly  faturated  with 
Salt,  where  the  Surface  refledts  a  Variety  of 
Colours,  not  without  fome  little  Refemblance 
to  the  common  Effedt  of  Prifms,  feems  to  con¬ 
fer  fome  Probability  on  this  Conjedture.  It  is 
evident  alfo,  that  different  Bodies  are  pre¬ 
ferved  in  fome  fuch  Manner,  by  the  vegetable 
Salt  of  the  Sugar  Cane,  whofe  Solutions  af¬ 
ford  a  very  glutinous  and  gum-like  Varnifh ; 
and  whofe  Chryftallizaiions  affume  even  a  vi¬ 
treous  Lubricity  and  Hardnefs,  We  were 
confidering  what  might  probably  be  the  Con- 
fequences  of  an  imputrid  dead  Body’s  being 
interred  in  the  Salt  Mines  of  Poland  or  Hun¬ 
gary ,  or  in  Strata  ftrongly  impregnated  with 
Alum,  or  Nitre,  when  looking  over  Pina - 
cher  des  Embaumens ,  we  found  an  Account  of 
a  dead  Body  *  taken  out  of  the  Salt-Mines  of 

Saltf- 


'*  P.  120.  in  P.  126.  he  mentions  their  having  feen  two 
imputrid  Bodies  at  Paris ,  in  two  Church-Yards,  amidft  ma- 
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Saltjbourgy  with  the  Skin  entire  and  white  as 
Snow,  the  Joints  flexible,  the  Flefh  foft,  the 
Eyes  open,  and,  as  it  were,  animated  :  But  be¬ 
ing  expofed  to  the  Air  three  Days,  for  the 
Infpeilion  of  the  Duke  of  Bavaria ,  who  was 
coming  to  vifit  it  as  a  Prodigy,  it  foon  putre¬ 
fied.  It  is  affirmed,  that  Meat  newly  killed, 
being  carefully  dryed  from  its  fuperficial 
Moifture,  wrapped  clofe  in  dry  Linen,  and 
then  plunged  into  a  Barrel  of  good  dry  Salt, 
will  not  only  keep  fweet  for  fome  Weeks  in 
extreme  hot  Weather,  but  will  alfo  prove  as 
fucculent  and  palatable  as  frefh,  on  its  being 
drefled  as  foon  as  taken  out  of  the  Salt.  This 
Experiment  may  be  eafily  made,  and  if  the 
Barrel  was  lodged  in  a  cold  Cellar,  or  buried 
feveral  Feet  under- dry  Earth,  it  might  not 
fucceed  the  worfe.  But  as  any  of  thefe  Salts, 
or  Springs,  or  Strata  ftrongly  faturated  with 
them,  could  probably  have  little  Influence  oil 
the  Body  at  St  aver  ton ;  fince  they  mu  ft  have 
ailed  equally  to  the  Prefervation  of  the  other 

Bodies 


ny  putrid  or  pulverized  Bodies,  and  adds  thefe  two  were  re¬ 
moved  into  a  different  Situation,  to  avoid  the  indifcrete  ZeaL 
of  the  Multitude,  who  thronged  to  admire  (or  perhaps  to  adore) 
them. 
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Bodies  in  the  fame  Vault,  or  even  throughout 
the  Church- Yard,  this  is  only  mentioned  by 
the  Way.  It  may  be  worth  remembering 
however,  that  when  the  Body  of  Duke  Hum¬ 
phry  was  difcovered  entire  at  St.  Alban's ,  ma¬ 
ny  Years  after  its  Interment,  fome  Liquid, 
whether  muriatic  or  otherwife,  was  found  in 
the  Coffin.  Dr.  Balguy  has  alfo  furnifhed  us 
with  an  Inftance  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
aftions,  No.  434.  P.  431.  of  the  Peat  or 
Turf-mofs  in  the  Moors  of  JDerbyJhire ,  pre- 
ferving  two  Bodies  28  Years  and  nine  Months 
after  their  Interment ;  with  this  remarkable 
Circumftance,  that  having  lain  from  Janua¬ 
ry,  when  they  perifhed  there  in  the  Snow, 
to  the  following  May,  when  they  were  in¬ 
terred,  the  Bodies  were  then  become  offen- 
five;  though  near  30  Years  after,  that  difa- 
greeable  Circumftance  entirely  vanifhed ; 
the  Joints  were  flexible,  and  the  Surface  white 
and  frefh  like  this  at  Staverton.  So  that  this 
Stratum ,  which  is  ordinarily  converted  to 
Fuel,  feems  to  have  the  Virtue  of  conquering 
even  the  Progrefs  of  Putrefa&ion ;  and  in 
this  Inftance  we  have  no  Hint  of  a  Tar- 
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Cloth,  nor  can  we  reafonably  fuppofe  any  to 
have  been  applied. 

r:  '  ’  _  I  ,  . 

And  here,  as  well  to  corroborate  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Hiftory  from  Staverton ,  as  to  make 
it  probable,  that  the  Pitch- Cloth  was  not  the 
grand  Antiputrefcent  in  that  Inftance,  we 
fhall  infert  a  Relation,  given  to  five  Members 
of  the  medical  Committee  (by  the  prefent 
Grave-digger  of  St.  Martin' s,  Wejiminjier ,) 
of  the  Condition  of  fome  Bodies  interred 
there  in  the  laft  Century  ;  which  have  been 
feen;  and  whofe  Prefervation  can  be  attefted 
by  many  Witnefles  of  undoubted  Veracity  and 
Repute,  now  living  in  Wejlmmjler .  Mr.  Ogle, 
a  very  creditable  and  worthy  Inhabitant,  who 
had  been  Church- Warden,  who  faw  thofeBo- 
dies,  and  took  off  fome  green  Worfted,  which 
connected  the  great  Toes  of  one  of  them,  was 
alfo  prefent,  and  confirm’d  the  Grave-diggers 
Account.  i 

*  1  i  Ft  r  *  ,  ^  t  ,  f 
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About  fourteen  Years  ago  John  Leigh,  the 
Grave-digger  belonging  to  the  Parifli  of  St. 
Martin's  in  the  Fields,  broke  up  the  Ground 
before  the  Door  of  the  Wprk-houfe  in  the 
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Church-yard,  which  had  not  been  broke  up 
before  in  his  Memory,  tho’  his  Father  and 
himfelf,  who  is  now  pretty  aged,  and  lives 
in  the  faid  Church-yard,  have  been  the  Pa- 
rifh  Grave-diggers  53  Years.  He  then  and 
there  found  three  entire  Coffins,  which  were 
made  of  Firr,  the  two  large  ones  clampt 
with  iron  Clamps,  as  Cherts  and  Boxes  fome- 
times  are.  In  one  of  the  Coffins  was  a  fat 
broad-faced  Man,  greatly  refembling  the 
Pi&ures  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  Bo¬ 
dy  perfect  and  foft,  feeming  like  one  juft 
dead.  The  Lid  of  the  Coffin  had  been 
glewed  together  length- ways,  and  was  prefled 
down  by  the  Weight  of  the  Earth  upon  his 
Nofe,  which  was  impaired  a  little  by  it.  His 
Beard  was  about  half  an  Inch  long,  the  Wind¬ 
ing-Sheet  the  Body  was  wrapt  in  was  a  Crape 
Winding-Sheet,  tied  with  black  Ribbons, 
and  the  Thumbs  and  Toes  were  tied  with 
the  like.  It  appeared  by  the  Date  on  the 
Lid  of  the  Coffin,  he  had  been  then  dead 
feventy-two  Years.  The  Date  was  com- 
pofed  with  fmall  Nails,  as  were  alfo  the  Fi¬ 
gures  of  an  Hour  Glafs,  a  Death’s  Head 
and  Crol's- Bones. 
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In  the  fecond  Coffin  was  found,  in  the 
fame  entire  State,  the  Body  of  a  Woman, 
in  a  white  Crape  Winding-Sheet,  which 
looked  like  a  Corpfe  juft  dead,  but  which, 
by  the  Date  on  the  Coffin,  had  been  interred 
fixty-four  Years.  The  third  Coffin  contained 
a  Male  Child,  appearing  as  perfedt  and  beauti¬ 
ful  as  Wax  Work,  with  the  Eyes  open  and 
clear,  but  no  Date  could  be  difcovered  on  the 
Coffin;  tho*  it  muft  have  been  interred  a 
long  Time,  that  Ground  not  having  been 
broke  up  before,  in  this  Grave-digger’s,  nor 
in  his  Father’s  Memory.  In  either  the  Man’s 
or  Woman’s  Coffin  was  found  a  dry  Nofegay 
of  Flowers,  or  a  *  Winter  Nofegay,  as  he 
termed  it,  in  part  compofed  of  Bay  Leaves, 
and  which  appeared  like  a  Bunch  of  Leaves 
and  Flowers,  that  had  lain  among  Linen  about 
a  Year.  Mr.  Leigh  concluded  by  faying, 
there  was  a  great  Number  of  Inhabitants  now 
living  in  St.  Martin's  Pariffi,  who  faw  thofe 

E  2  Bodies, 


*  This  Appearance  reflects  a  confiderable  Probability  on  our 
Conjecture  of  the  Caufes  that  might  concur  to  the  Prefervation 
of  the  Body  at  Staverton ;  and  not  the  lefs  for  our  making  that 
Conjecture,  before  we  had  the  leak  Intimation  of  the  imputrid 
State  of  thefe  Bodies  at  St.  Martin's, 
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Bodies,  and  that  the  Coffins  are  at  this  Time 
entire  in  the  public  Parifh  Grave,  tho’  the 
Bodies  were  greatly  altered  within  twelve 

s  • 

Hours  after  they  were  firft  expofed.'  He  fays 
they  were  interred  in  a  dry  gravelly  Soil,  at 
the  Depth  of  about  18  Feet,  tho*  Mr.  Ogle 
thinks  it  might  be  fome  Feet  lefs. 

Here  again  we  have  no  mention  of  any 
Tar- Cioth  involving  any  of  thefe  Bodies  5  yet 
to  give  the  faired  Scope  to  its  anti-putrefcent 
Pretenfions,  let  us  condder  the  In  dances  of 
Flies,  Gnats,  and  other  little  Animals  pre- 
ferved  in  Amber,  who,  as  Lord  Bacon  ob- 
ferves,  thus  enjoy  a  more  noble  Monument 
than  Monarchs.  But  here  we  cannot  avoid  re¬ 
flecting  at  once  on  the  great  comparative  Levity 
and  Minutenefs  of  the  contained  Body,  with 
the  Solidity  and  Compadnefs  of  the  contain¬ 
ing;  the  Bulk  and  Tenacity  of  which  mud 
effectually  refid  every  Effort  of  the  fmall 
Quantity  of  Air,  contained  in  the  Body  of 
fuch  an  In  fed.  But  a  large  flefhy  human 
Body,  and  a  Angle  pitched,  or  pladered.  Cloth 
have  the  fame  Difproportion  inverted ;  as 
fuch  a  Body  wrouid  probably  require  a  large 
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Mafs,  or  even  a  Rock  of  Amber  or  Pitch,  to 
preferve  it  on  the  fame  Principles.  For  fup- 
poflng  a  dead,  but  imputrid  Body,  to  be  fo 
exactly  involved,  as  to  prevent  the  lead  Ad- 
miffion  of  the  external  Air,  in  a  mafly  Cafe 
of  Glafs,  Chryffal,  or  any  Material  of  fuf- 
ficient  Denflty  and  Hardnefs  to  reprefs  every 
Motion  and  Impetus  of  the  Air  within  the  Bo¬ 
dy,  it’s  probable  the  Putrefaction  of  it  could 
not  enfue;  and  even  without  fuch  a  Co¬ 
vering,  were  it  practicable  to  extract  every 
Particle  and  Atom  of  Air  from  fuch  a  Body, 
and  to  repofe  it  inftantaneoufly,  in  that  State, 
in  abfolute  Vacuo ,  ’tis  likely  it  muft  remain 
unaltered  until  the  Conflagration,  thro’  a 
total  Exemption  from  every  Degree  and 
Mode  of  Motion,  the  indifpenfibly  previous 
Caufe,  the  fine  qua  non  of  Putrefaction ;  as 
the  total  Privation  of  Motion  is  leaving  Mat¬ 
ter  to  its  primary  Inertnefs,  and  confequent 
Immutability.  In  fhort  it  feems  reafonable 
to  infer,  that  a  Angle  Cloth,  moderately 
coated  with  Pitch,  could  do  little  more  here, 
than  keep  off  InfeCts  by  its  Bitternefs  and  Te¬ 
nacity  ;  and  perhaps  elude  the  Depredation  of 
any  Air  in  the  Coffin  or  Vault,  by  its  clofe 

and 
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and  fmooth  Involution  of  the  Body,  the 
common  Purpofes  for  which  dry  anatomical 
Preparations  are  ufually  varnifhed,  after  they 
have  been  defended  from  Putrefaction,  by  an 
Exhalation  of  their  abounding  Humidity. 

The  too  frequent  Confequences  of  putrid 
and  ardent  Difeafes  abundantly  convince  us  of 
the  high  alcaline  Putrefcence  our  whole  Mafs 
is  obnoxious  to  5  and  of  the  Neceffity  of  the 
fpeedy  Interment  of  fuch  corrupt  Mafles,  for 
the  Prefervation  of  the  living,  efpecially  in 
torrid Seafons  and  Climates.  In  the  Madeiras , 
where  there  is  very  little  Soil  for  the  fpeedy 
Abforption  of  fuch  Putridity,  and  where  the 
Rockinefs  of  the  Iflands  renders  it  extremely 
difficult  to  make  Graves,  of  the  ordinary 
Depth,  for  the  Interment  of  the  Dead,  they 
have  found  it  expedient  to  accelerate  the  en¬ 
tire  Diflolution  of  the  Carcafs,  by  intimately 
blending  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  unflacked 
Lime  with  it.  This  Ihould  feem  to  operate 
chiefly  by  fuper-adding  fuch  a  Quantity  of  in¬ 
cluded  Heat,  or  potential  Fire,  as  violently 
expands  the  Air  in  the  Body  to  a  fpeedy  De- 
firu&ion  of  the  whole  Compages :  For  the 
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Quick-lime,  meerly  as  an  Alcali ,  could  fierce¬ 
ly  produce  fo  precipitate  an  Effed ;  as  the 
flacked  Lime  is  reckoned,  by  the  Embalmers, 
an  Anti-putrefcent,  and  chiefly,  we  fuppofe, 
from  its  abforbing  Quality.  Now  very  pofli- 
bly  a  State  of  the  Fluids,  tho’  diredly  oppo- 
fite  to  this  mortal  Alcalefcence ,  may  exift  in 
iuch  an  extreme  Degree,  as  to  render  the  Ma¬ 
chine  inadequate  to  the  Fundionsof  Vitality, 
while  at  the  fame  Time  it  obviates  its  general 
Tendency  to  a  putrefcent  Diflblution.  A 
little  Attention  to  the  Diverfity  of  Menjlru- 
ums  and  Liquids,  neceflary  to  the  Diflblution 
or  Prefervation  of  different  Subftances,  may 
refled  fome  Light  on  this  Matter.  We  are 
fenfible  that  ftrong  diftilled  Spirits,  an  habi¬ 
tual  Sipping  of  which  ads  like  a  flow,  and  a 
large  undiluted  Quantity  like  afudden  Poifon, 
on  the  living  Body,  will  preferve  it,  when 
dead,  for  a  confiderable  Term.  We  fre¬ 
quently  experience  the  fweet  or  fapid  Juices  of 
Fruits,  which  affed  the  nervous  Papillae  of 
the  Tongue  with  very  agreeable  Senfations,  to 
excite  intolerable  Anguiflh  in  thofe  nervous 
Filaments,  that  are  diflributed  to  the  Teeth 
and  their  Sockets:  And  indeed  upon  this 
L  *  Principle 
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Principle  depends  the  Efficacy  of  thofe  Me¬ 
dicines,  which  render  the  human  Urine  capa¬ 
ble  of  diffolving  the  Continuity  of  a  Stone,  and 
often  without  doing  any  confiderable  Injury 
to  the  Membranes  containing  both.  Perhaps 
it  is  not  very  eaiy  to  affign  the  precife  Difeafes 
(efpecially  if  we  except  a  mortal  one  from 
adtual,  fudden  and  extreme  Frigefadtion) 
which  may  difpofe  our  Fluids  to  fuch  a  pecu¬ 
liar  Crafts ,  as  fhall  be  inconfiftent  with  Life, 
while  it  refills  the  general  Procefs  of  Putre¬ 
faction  after  it.  But  as,  with  many  other  ner¬ 
vous  Difeafes,  we  are  ignorant  of  the  intimate 
Nature  of  a  Catalepfts ,  where  the  Body  ge¬ 
nerally  becomes  rigid  long  before  Death  $  fo 
it  may,  for  any  Aflurance  we  have  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  continue  firm  and  entire  under  Ground 
long  after  it.  All  Bodies  dying  from  a  fudden 
and  ftrong  Coagulation  of  the  Fluids,  and  a 
great  Rigidity  of  the  Fibres,  may,  not  im¬ 
probably,  be  longer  exempted  from  Putridi¬ 
ty  ;  and  in  fome  perhaps  even  a  muriatic  State 
of  the  Humours  may  operate  to  a  fimilar 
Effedt,  with  the  Injedtion  of  Brine  into  Ani¬ 
mals  newly  killed,  for  the  Prefervation  of 
their  Flelh.  The  Philofophical  Tranfadtions 
.  -  afford 
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afford  us  an  Inftance  of  a  Girl,  who  was 
become  inflexible  in  every  Joint,  from  an 
exceffive  Ufe  of  Salt  5  the  Confequence 
of  which  indeed  was  the  Determination 
of  her  Life  at  the  Age  of  Thirteen :  But 
whether  her  Corpfe,  which  is  mentioned  as 
dry  and  tabid,  was  of  an  unufual  Duration 
afterwards,  the  Hiftory,  which  defcends  not 
into  the  Grave,  is  filent.  See  Lowtborp* s 
Abridgment,  Vol.  2.  P.  365. 

It  will  be  little  furprizing,  that  few  medi¬ 
cal  Inferences  refult  from  thefe  Refledlions 
on  the  Prefervation  of  a  dead  Body ;  fince, 
whatever  Effects  any  of  the  enumerated 
Gaufes  may  produfe  on  fuch ,  the  Confidera- 
tion  is  very  different  and  complex,  when 
their  Operations  do  either  heighten  or  retard, 
or  may  be  heightened  or  retarded  by,  the 
mechanical  Motions  of  our  Frame ;  and  may 
reciprocally  affedt,  or  be  affedted  by,  the 
different  Tone  of  our  Solids,  the  Crqfis  of 
the  Blood,  or  the  various  Liquids  fecreted 
from  it.  As  the  prefent  Subjedt  is  not  ne- 
ceffarily  connedted  with  fuch  diffufe  and  im¬ 
portant  Confiderations,  to  avoid  any  further 

F  Pro- 
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Prolixity  on  fo  conjectural  an  Occafion,  we 
fhall  conclude  by  obferving,  that  if  any 
thing  fuggefted  here  fhould  prove  fatisfac- 
tory,  or  even  acceptable,  to  the  Curioftty 
of  others,  it  may  prevent  us  from  too 
precipitate  an  Inference,  that  every  thing 
which  is ‘very  unufual,  is  fo  impoffible  alfo, 
as  not  to  deferve  our  Inquiry  and  Deli¬ 
beration.  We  mention  this  the  rather,  as, 
to  be  ingenuous,  we  mult  acknowlege,  we 
were  not  the  very  earlieft  Affentors  to  the 
Relation  from  St  aver  ton  \  tho’  now  convinced, 
that  while  we  guard  affiduoufly  againft  every 
Delulion,  which  Superftition  embraces,  or 
Impofture  would  propagate,  we  fhould  not 
forget  that  Unbelief  may  be  fometimes  as  un- 
philofophical  and  indolent  as  Credulity  itfelf, 
by  branding  with  Impoffibility  fuch  Fads, 
as  are  only  very  difficult  to  inveftigate  to  their 
Caufes.  And  if  on  the  other  hand,  neither  any 
thing  fuggefted  here,  nor  to  be  expeded  from 
any  Member  of  another  Society,  of  much 
greater  Learning  and  Penetration,  (hall  be 
thought  to  furnifh  an  adequate  Solution  of 
this  Effed,  its  Certainty  may  very  morally 
admoniffi  us  of  the  flender  and  fuperficial 

Qua- 
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Quality  of  human  Knowlege.  For  notwith- 
ftanding  many  Refearches  and  Difcoveries  of 
the  Moderns  are  not  without  their  real  Me¬ 
rit  and  Importance,  it  is  very  probable,  the 
profoundeft  Inveftigators  of  Nature  meet 
with  the  moft  frequent  Opportunities  of  ex- 
ercifing  both  their  Modefty  and  Admiration. 
More  particularly  the  vaft  Incognita  beneath 
us  is  not  lefs  fpacious,  and  muft  be  more 
wonderful  than  that  on  our  Surface.  Finally, 
it  is  a  moft  certain  and  inconteftable  Truth, 
that  the  united  Experience  and  Penetration 
of  our  whole  Species  is  infufficient  to  inform 
us,  when,  and  by  what  precife  Means,  the 
Element,  that  has  lately  fo  often,  fo  exten- 
fively,  and  in  a  very  late  Inftance,  on  the 
Coaft  of  the  Adriatic ,  fo  deftrudively  ftrug- 
gled  towards  our  Surface,  fhall  at  laft  triumph 
over  every  Impediment ;  and,  utterly  effacing 
the  Arch,  on  which  we  fportwith  fuch  Confi¬ 
dence,  and  buftle  with  fuch  Anxiety,  fhall 
effedually  anticipate  every  human  Enquiry, 
to  which  it  muft  have  been  fuperior.  * 
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P  L  A  N 

(Referred  to  in  the  Preface) 

By  the  Society  of  Navy  Surgeons. 


It  is  Agreed, 

!•  HP* HAT  a  Committee  of  T wenty-five 
JL  Members,  and  honorary  Members, 
do  colled  and  revife  all  fuch  Efiays,  Obfer- 
vations  and  Cafes  in  Phyfic,  Surgery,  Ana¬ 
tomy,  the  Animal  Oeconomy,  Pharmacy, 
Chemiftry,  Botany  and  Natural  Hiftory,  as 
may  be  tranfinitted  to  them  by  the  Members 
of  the  Society,  or  by  any  ingenious  and  oblig¬ 
ing  Correfpondents :  That  the  Phyfician  of 
Greenwich  Hofpital,  and  the  Demonftrator 
or  Anatomy  be,  ex  officio ,  of  the  Committee : 
That  the  Meetings  be  held  at  the  Society’s 
Apartments;  the  fir  ft  to  be  on  Monday , 
May  7 thy  1750,  and  all  fubfequent  ones  at 
fuch  Times  as  the  Committee  fhall  appoint. 

II.  That  as  one  confiderable  Purpofe  of 
tins  Undertaking  is  to  purfue,  particularly, 
fuch  Branches  of  medical  Knowlege,  as  fall 

more 
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more  immediately  under  the  Obfervation  of 
the  Navy  Surgeons,  who  may  be  reafonably 
prefumed  to  have  Advantages,  for  fome  par¬ 
ticular  Difquifitions,  peculiar  to  their  Situa¬ 
tion  ;  fuch  as - an  Opportunity  of  enquir¬ 

ing  into  the  Nature  of  Sea  Difeafes,  and  any 
fpecific  or  material  Difference  between  them 

and  thofe  at  Land ; — - of  obferving  any 

particular  Effeds  of  Medicines  at  Sea ; - 

the  common  Effeds  of  the  principal  Opera¬ 
tions  of  Surgery  on  that  Element ;  efpecially 
where  any  remarkable  Diverfity  occurs  from 
their  general  Events  on  Shore  ;  and  any  diffe¬ 
rent  Succefs  of  the  fame  Operations  in  different 

Climates,  at  Sea  and  Land; - the  Effeds 

of  Sea- Air  and  Diet  in  general,  in  various 
Difeafes,  and  the  particular  Changes  of  the 
Conftitution  produced  by  them,  under  the 
Co-operation  of  different  Seafons  and  Cli¬ 
mates  ; - the  various  Diftempers  endemic 

on  their  different  Stations ;  and  any  remark¬ 
able  Diverfity  in  the  Symptoms,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  Event  of  the  Difeafe,  between  Natives 
and  Strangers;  with  the  ufual  Method  of 
treating  fuch  Difeafe,  or  its  ordinary  fuperven- 
ing  Symptoms,  by  Praditioners  of  the  bed 

Note 


*(  38  ) 

Note  and  greateft  Experience,  in  thofe 
Countries,  and  the  moft  frequent  Confe- 
quence  of  it. - It  is  therefore  ftrongly  re¬ 

commended  to  them  to  be  carefully  attentive 
to  thofe  very  material  Articles :  And  further 
to  improve  every  Opportunity  of  informing 
themfelves,  of  the  popular  Methods  of  treat¬ 
ing  different  Diflempers  in  thofe  Places, 
where  Phyfic  is  little  cultivated; - of  at¬ 

taining  the  natural  Hiftory  of  the  Country; 

* - -the  Weather  ; - the  Animals ; - - 

— - Plants  (efpecially  all  indigenous  phyfical 

ones)  and  Fofiils;' - to  endeavour  to  difco- 

ver  the  Procefs  and  Manufacture  of  any  Drugs 

in  it; - and  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  the 

befl;  Collection  of  fuch  Productions,  as  they 
can  conveniently  procure.  But  to  prevent 
the  Multiplicity  of  Volumes,  without  adding 
to  the  Stock  of  ufeful  Knowlege,  It  is  agreed, 
that  no  other  Cafes  or  Obfervations  in  Phyfic 
or  Surgery  fhall  be  publifhed,  but  fuch  as 
may  be  inftruCtive  in  their  own  Nature,  or 
render’d  fo,  by  judicious  and  extenfive  Reflec¬ 
tions  deduced  from  them,  in  order  to  the 
Eftablifhment  or  Confirmation  of  general 
Axioms. 


III. 
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III.  That  every  Member  employed  on 
board  any  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships,  appointed 
to  the  Baltic,  Mediterranean, 
East-Indies,  or  America,  fhall  favour 
the  Committee  with  a  feafonable  Notice  of 
his  Voyage,  that  they  may  have  Time  to 
prepare,'  and  recommend  to  him,  fuch  Me¬ 
morandums  and  Inftrudions,  as  they,  may 
judge  neceflary  for  the  Service  of  the  Society, 
and  conducive  to  the  laudable  Intention  of 
this  Plan. 

IV.  That  all  Papers,  intended  for  the  Pro¬ 
motion  of  this  Defign,  be  directed  for  the 
Committee,  under  Cover  to  Mr.  Millar , 
Bookfeller,  in  the  Strand ,  with  a  Diredion 
where  to  addrefs  the  Author  or  Correfpon- 
dent,  if  a  more  particular  Atteftation  of  the 
Fads,  or  an  Elucidation  of  any  Circum- 
ftance  of  the  Cafe,  may  be  judged  requi- 
lite.  That  the  Name  of  each  Author  or 
Correfpondent  fhall  be  faithfully  concealed,  if 
required :  But  all  anonymous  Papers,  where 
any  Strefs  is  laid  on  Fads,  mu  ft  be  neceflarily 
difregarded  on  this  Plan,  without  a  fatisfac- 
tory  Atteftation  of  their  Reality. 

V.  That  if  the  Publication  of  any  thing, 
communicated  to  the  Committee,  fhall  be 

deemed 
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deemed  inconfiftent  with  their  Plan,  in  Con- 
fequence  of  which  the  Author  fhall  think 
himfelf  negleCted,  or  difingenuoufly  dealt 
with,  he  may  apply  to  them  at  Pleafure, 
to  be  informed  of  their  Motives  for  not  pub- 
lifhing  it,  and  may  depend  on  receiving  all 
reafonable  Satisfaction  on  their  Part.  And 
that  as  foon  as  proper  and  fufficient  Matter  is 
collected  for  one  Volume  in  OCtavo,  it  fhall 
be  digefted  for  the  Prefs  and  publifhed. 

VI.  That  each  of  the  Members,  who  tranf- 
aCt  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Committee,  fhall  have 
a  Copy  on  large  Paper  of  whatever  (hall  be 
printed  ;  that  fix  Copies,  on  the  fame  Paper, 
fhall  be  depofited  with  the  Society,  for  their 
Ufe,  and  at  their  Difpofal :  And  that  a  golden 
Medal  be  given  annually,  as  a  Prize  to  the 

Author  of  the  mod  ufeful  Paper,  communi- 

%  > 

cated  to  the  Committee,  within  the  Purpofe  of 
this  Plan. 

VII.  That  all  Expences,  which  the  Com- 
mittee  fhall  find  neceflary  to  the  effectual 
ConduCt  and  Accomplifhment  of  this  Under¬ 
taking,  fhall  be  allowed  out  of  the 

Stock.  •  '  :'l  :v 
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